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Introduction 

 
 

Milkwood Steiner School is a non-denominational, independent school offering a primary level 

education to children from Pre-Transition to Class 7. Our school is founded upon the educational 

philosophy of Rudolf Steiner.  

Steiner Education is a proven and successful international curriculum with more than 1,050 Steiner 

Schools in over 60 countries. There are also nearly 2,000 Steiner Waldorf kindergartens, home programs, 

child care centres and preschools across the globe. Steiner education is future- orientated and the 

holistic style underpinning this unique pedagogy supports the healthy well- being of children around the 

world. 

Australia currently has 60 Steiner Schools and Kindergartens including 11 Government Schools running 

Steiner streams parallel with their mainstream curriculum. There are two Steiner Schools in the 

Northern Territory, Alice Springs Steiner School and our school, Milkwood Steiner School, centrally 

located in the Darwin suburb of Berrimah. 

VISION 

Our vision is to offer quality Steiner Education to children of the Greater Darwin region and demonstrate 

the value of Steiner Education in the wider community. 
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Our School’s History 

Since 1996, Steiner-inspired playgroups for young children and families have operated in Darwin and 

Litchfield. In 1999 several playgroup families formed and incorporated the Darwin Steiner Association 

(DSA) to enable the development of a Steiner Kindergarten and School. 

The DSA grew to a diverse, enterprising and highly motivated group of around 60 members whose activities 

included publishing regular newsletters, creating a library, running craft and study groups (Waldorf Learning 

Group), holding public and private seminars, fundraising events, founding the Nightcliff market stall, and 

supporting seasonal and cultural festivals as well as Steiner-inspired playgroups. Prior to the school 

opening, the DSA changed its name to Milkwood Steiner School Association (MSSA). 
 

Milkwood Steiner School opened its doors in January 2004 in the converted Nightcliff Scout Hall in 

Bauhinia Street, Nightcliff. In the first year Milkwood started with 26 students ranging in age from 4 to 8 

years old with a Kindergarten and a combined Class 1, 2, 3. Each following year Milkwood expanded by 

one class year level until 2007 when it had grown to Class Six. In 2019 Milkwood expanded and began 

offering Year 7 Middle School. 

In February 2007 Milkwood moved to Cecil Cook Avenue, Marrara. Here the children were blessed with 

two enormous trees in which to climb and play. 

At the end of 2009 a leased location was secured and with the help of a significant investment secured 

through Building the Education Revolution (BER) and an extraordinary effort from the parent community 

Milkwood was to open its doors in 2010 with four custom built classrooms, a library and music room. 

Milkwood now has securely leased foundations at this site at 107 Boulter Road, Berrimah. Gardens and 

playgrounds are now established, and the School has also been granted a 12year lease on the adjoining 

bush block. 
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Curriculum  

“The need for imagination, a sense of truth and a feeling of responsibility – these are 

the three forces which are the very nerve of education.” 

- Rudolf Steiner 

 

 
Steiner schools have a unique and distinctive approach to educating children, aiming to enable each stage 

of growth to be fully and vividly enjoyed and experienced. They provide a balanced approach to the 

modern school curriculum. The academic, artistic and social aspects, or ‘head, heart & hands’, are treated 

as complementary facets of a single program of learning, allowing each to throw light on the others. 

This is implemented by using art as a practice, and language to develop the feelings, by nourishing the 

children with the rich heritage of wise folk tales, histories, fairy stories, poems, music and games that are 

part of our world civilisation. This creates the cultural atmosphere in which the children are taught 

reading, writing, arithmetic, nature study, geography, science, languages, music and other subjects. 

Steiner designed a curriculum that is responsive to the developmental phases of childhood and the 

nurturing of the child’s imagination in a school environment. Steiner thought that schools should cater to 

the needs of the child rather than the demands of the government or economic forces, so he developed 

schools that encourage creativity and free-thinking. His teaching seeks to recognise the individuality of 

the child and through a balanced education, allows them to go into the world with confidence. 

A unique quality of human beings is our capacity for conscious thought. Steiner schooling     strives to support 

the development of well-rounded human beings who are able to feel deeply and broadly, to think 

penetratingly and clearly, and then to act rightly out of conscious and free choice. 

The best overall statement on what is unique about Steiner education is to be found in the stated goals of 

the schooling: 

 

 
“Our highest endeavour must be to develop individuals who are able out of their own 

initiative to impart purpose and direction to their lives.” 

- Rudolf Steiner 
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Message from the Board Chair 

 

Message from the Board Chair 

 

“Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human beings who are able of themselves to impart 

purpose and direction to their lives. The need for imagination, a sense of truth, and a feeling of 

responsibility—these three forces are the very nerve of education.”  

― Rudolf Steiner 

 

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the Larrakia people as the Traditional Owners of the Darwin region. We 

pay our respects to the Larrakia elders past, present and emerging. 

 

Moving into our 16th year of operation, this report is an opportunity to reflect on the accomplishments of 

2018 and look to the challenges ahead as we plan for the eventual home of our school.  Key highlights 

include: 

• The building of a new classroom and moving into year 7. Congratulations to all involved in achieving 

this including staff and students for creating such a welcoming space. 

• The building of a strong college of teachers supported by the incredible mentorship of our 

experienced Steiner trained staff. Thank you to Graham for facilitating this process. 

• Support for the college by providing excellent professional development opportunities. 

Congratulations and thank you to all staff who every year, choose to study and strengthen their 

knowledge in teaching, leadership and Steiner education. 

• Improved Communication within the school and the wider community with the launch of a 

wonderful new website. Beautiful to look at and so easy to use, a true asset for any school. Many 

thanks to Isabelle our communications and promotions officer. 

• A successful visit for Graham and Dave to the AISNT conference held in Darwin. Graham was invited 

to speak about the strengths of Steiner education and his speech was very well received. There has 

been a lot of interest from some of the indigenous communities on the teaching methods of 

Steiner. 

• Dave has spent time out at the Newadeken Academy not only for formal meetings but also to 

discuss what our links with the school and community would look like. We are honoured to be able 

to support the growth of an emerging school in Arnhem land. 

• Development of a process to collate the results of school surveys and put into an action table. Some 

of these actions will be implemented through policy and process reviews, some through 

communication with the school community and some will become part of the school strategy as 

longer term initiatives. 

• Development of a process to continue policy review. 

• Continued unqualified financial audits (2013-2018) 

• Thank you to our business manager Dave Arthur who through solid financial management has 

created a strong budget set for growth. 
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• The strengthening of the music program, thank you to our music coordinator Dan and the tutors 

and welcome back to Netanela Mizrahi. 

• The relaunch of the bush dance, a wonderful community event and the continued support of 

festival events. 

• Strengthening in playgroup numbers, very important for the growth of any school. 

 

The School management continued to engage with Steiner Education Australia and Australian Independent 

Schools Association of the Northern Territory (AISNT). Their continued support enables us to communicate 

and engage with government bodies. 

Work is continuing to secure land for the school to move to. The board will keep you all informed as news 

comes to our attention. 

The board would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of Dorte Peterson who resigned to move 

interstate. Dorte was great support to all in the classroom setting. 2018 also saw the resignation of Lachlan 

Griffin who created a wonderful playgroup space for the littlest members of Milkwood. Playgroup is now 

headed by Kate Harper who is a welcome addition to staff with her warmth and experience in Steiner early 

education. 

We welcome the talents of Marie Peters and Melissa Volcich to Milkwood and hope that you enjoy getting 

to know our community.  

The strength of any community relies of course on everyone contributing in their own special way. I would 

like to acknowledge and thank all staff and community members for your care, commitment and dedication 

to Milkwood.  

I will be resigning this year along with Kylie Banner so there are opportunities to join, add your skills to the 

group and support the growth of your school. This board has been a joy to be part of, collaborative, 

conscientious and committed to working with school management to strengthen and grow Milkwood each 

year. The school community’s support for Steiner education in Darwin is vital to the strategic direction 

moving forward and a wonderful way to show our children how to be part of something larger than 

themselves. 

 

Sincerely 

Sharon Kyriacou 

Chairperson 
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Governance 
 

Milkwood Steiner School is an initiative of the Milkwood Steiner School Association (MSSA). MSSA is a not-for-profit 

incorporation of which parents become members for the period children are enrolled at Milkwood Steiner School. 

MSSA membership is also open to non-school parents and other interested parties. The role of the School Board is 

to guide the direction of the school in consultation with the Principal, Business Manager and College of Teachers 

(COT) whom create the policies from which management operate. Meetings are held monthly and the AGM is held 

during Term 2.  

The Association is often referred to as ‘the Community’, and includes the whole body of members, and active 

participation in the Community is of benefit to both the school and the students. 

  

 
Pedagogy: Educational leadership and direction is the responsibility of the Principal in consultation with 

the College of Teachers and other teaching staff. 

Administration: Administration, through a School Business Manager, is empowered to manage and lead 

the business aspects of the school on a day to day basis. 

Governance: Our school is governed by a Board. The Board assumes legal responsibility for the school’s 

finances, operations, compliance, employees and registration requirements as both a Primary and Middle 

school. The execution of this is then delegated to the Principal and staff.
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Board 

In 2018 the Board consisted of five members. Last year’s Chair, David Jan resigned after many years of 

service. David did a superb job as Chair and took the school to a new level of professionalism and 

strength. Many thanks from the School Community.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon Kyriacou 

 

Chairperson and 

Public Officer 

 

April 2017 - Present 

 

Kylie Banner 
 

Secretary 

 

April 2017 - Present 

 

James Carlos 
 

Treasurer 
 

April 2014 - Present 

 

Jacqui Dysart 
 

General Member 

 

May 2018 - Present 

 

Katie Bowden 
 

General Member 
 

November 2017 - Present 

 

 
Disclosure of Interest 

In 2018 three Board members, Kylie Banner, Jacqui Dysart and Katie Bowden had children attending the 

school. In situations where matters involved a potential conflict of interest for a particular Board 

member, that individual was excluded from all discussion and decisions relating to that particular issue. 
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Staffing 

The table below provides a summary of staff across 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deidre Edward 

 

Class 3/4 Teacher – Head Teacher 

 

Year 

 

Penny Johnson 

 

Class 1/2 Teacher 
 

Terms 1-3 

 

Amy Taylor 

 

Kindergarten Teacher 

 

Year 

 

 Tara Venn 

 

Class 5/6 Teacher 

 

Year 

 

Doerte Peterson 

 

Kindy Assistant 
 

Year 

 

Caryn Dunning 

 

Teachers Assistant 

 

Year 

 

Amber  Cowper  

 

Teachers Assistant 

 

Year 

 

Bernie Murray 

 

Teachers Assistant 

 

Year 

 

Donna McKenzie 

 

After School Care Co-ordinator 

 

Year 

 

Graham Baggs 

 

Principal 

 

Year 

 

Dave Arthur 

 

Business Manager 

 

Year 

 

Isabelle Kirkbride 

 

Registrar and Communications 

 

Year 

 

Jacqui Ryan 
 

Receptionist 
 

Year 

 

Sarah Thomson 

 

Bookkeeper 

 

Year 

  Lachlan Griffin               Playgroup Leader          Year 

  Kate Harper               Playgroup Leader          Term 3-4 
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Affiliations 

Milkwood Steiner School Association, Inc., are proud members and supporters of the following peak 

organisations: 

 

 

Steiner Education Australia 

Steiner Education Australia supports, advocates, promotes and represents the free and healthy 

development of Steiner education in contemporary, diverse contexts. 

SEA is the peak body representing member schools throughout the states and territories of 

Australia. 

» http://www.steinereducation.edu.au 
 

 

 

 

Association of Independent Schools of the Northern Territory 

AISNT is a member of the Independent Schools Council of Australia (ISCA), which is 

representative of all State and Territory Associations of Independent Schools. They provide 

advice and support to the school 

» http://www.aisnt.asn.au 
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Treasurers Report - James Carlos 

 
The school has returned another non-qualified audit report and has gone from strength to strength.  It is 

important to note this achievement as it has been achieved successively for six years. It is a testament to the 

robustness of the school’s financial controls and fiscal health. This was achieved in a backdrop of sustained 

contraction within the non-government school’s sector in terms of enrolments as well as dwindling financial 

support. The relatively small size of the school makes it inherently susceptible to relatively minor drops in 

student numbers, as evidenced in graph A (Money) and graph B (Enrolments). 

 

The school has weathered the proverbial storm and instead of simply treading water to stay afloat, it has grown 

and has now returned a modest surplus. It is expected that the current growth the school is experiencing is 

sustainable, given that most of the school’s student cohort is coming from the younger end of the school.  It is 

believed that the projections are sustainable and bears merit, due to the fact that the school has also achieved 

a rare milestone, Milkwood Steiner School is one of the only few schools in the Territory which has a waiting 

list.  

 

 
Graph A 

 

Gonski 2.0 has been a windfall for NT Schools which were amongst the poorest funded in Australian States 

and Territories. There is a catch-up to the rest of Australia for the next 4 years and funding will grow at 

10% a year from the Federal Government for NT Schools. Remember that they provide over 50% of the 

School funding. 

It is also worth noting there has been a large increase in the Building Fund. The account sits at just over 

$90,000 and will be of assistance as the School needs new buildings. 
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Enrolments 

Enrolments are the life and blood of the school and one of the key measures the Board monitors. We have 

consistently aimed for approximately 80 enrolments from Transition to Year 6 and this has finally been 

achieved. We willd continue to strengthen the Schools’ position to both sustain existing enrolments and 

attract new enrolments. Key enrolment statistics for 2018 are shown below: 

» Maximum enrolment was 96 children 

» Indigenous enrolments were 9% of total enrolments 

» Average total attendance was 92% 

» Despite a .5% downturn in Darwin population, enrolments grew at the School by 3% 

 

The following figures are a comparative summary for the years 2013 to the present and related only for 

Transition to Year 6 students. Remember that no funding is received for pre-school children. 

 

Graph B 

 

The school has a bright future ahead of it and as such will nearly be bursting at the seams. Consequently, the 

Board has actively engaged with the Northern Territory Government to find the school’s new home so that 

the school may expand from composite classes to single stream and offer middle school. This growth and 

position was achieved by the successive prudent and conservative measures carried forward by the current 

and previous Boards.   
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Professional Development 

Various education and training qualifications and programs are held by staff that define their 

professionalism and personal growth. Milkwood Steiner School strongly advocates professional 

development as we believe it is important for lifelong learning, benefits teaching and learning in the 

classroom, improves operational procedures and efficiency and also satisfies minimum regulatory 

requirements. 

In 2017, staff participated in the following approved professional development initiatives: 

• University programs 

• VET sector courses 

• Mentoring provided through Steiner Education Australia 

• Edu-Care-Do self-awakening course in Anthroposophy 

• Provide Advanced First Aid 

• Anaphylaxis & Asthma training 

• Conferences for Professional associations such as ASBA 

• Steiner Annual GLAM conference 

• Intensive course at Glenaeon Steiner School 

• Second Annual Law Conference – Governance and Compliance 

 

All staff maintain valid Criminal History Checks and Working with Children Clearance Notices (OCHRE 

card). 

 

 

 

After School Care 

A survey of parents was conducted in 2015 and the results indicated strong demand for an After-School Care 

service. A comprehensive application was submitted to the NT Department of Education and subsequently the 

service was commenced in Term 1, 2016. In 2017 the service continued to experience growth in numbers, 

necessitating at times the services of an assistant. After School Care is has been assessed and rated and was 

subject to a compliance audit in 2017/2018, which confirmed our service as operating within the rules of Early 

Childhood care. We are renovating the room presently and strengthening the program to reflect Steiner 

values. 
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NT Building Better Schools Grant 

In 2018 the School received stage 1 of a Grant for $270,000 to put into either Capital Works or 

maintenance. In 2018 The School chose to put the money into a demountable building to be used as a 

classroom. The grant paid for the 6/7 classroom located on the bush block next door to the school. It paid 

for all electrical and plumbing, preparation of the site, outfitting of the room and all associated landscaping 

and legal requirements. Thanks to the NT Govt for financing this valuable assistance to further the scope 

of the school. 

 

NT 100 Years celebration Bush Dance 

The School applied for a NT Grant for $3000 and put it towards a Bush Dance in August. It was a 

wonderful event enjoyed by all, and a precursor to more in the future. Some 250 people gathered on the 

meadow for an event that was not only spectacular in its appearance but also in its operation. Of course, this 

kind of wonderful experience doesn’t just happen and there are many people to thank for their amazing 

input. In the days immediately prior to the Dance many people spent long hours, into the night on a couple of 

occasions, getting the place ready for the big event. A huge thankyou goes out to them and their families for 

their amazing contribution.                                                      

 

 

Maintenance 

As far as the school infrastructure is concerned, all buildings are in fair condition and continue to be 

maintained following our regular OHS inspections which occur every week. The trees within the school 

boundaries are all examined every six months by a qualified arborist and any problems quickly rectified. 

The School bus was used extensively this year and also has undergone a regular maintenance schedule. It 

is important we look after and maintain our assets and we are grateful for the assistance of parents and 

staff to do this as we cannot afford a full-time maintenance officer at this time.  
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Principals Report 
 

We had a great start to the year with lots of new students which necessitated the purchase of another 

classroom with money provided by the Department of Education under the Schools Infrastructure Grants. The 

Demountable housed the year 5/6 class and allowed the splitting of the pre-transition and transition classes in 

preparation for what was trending to be an influx of Kinder students. Unfortunately, by the end of 2017, it was 

realised that with the size limitation of our existing block and a significant increase in numbers in the 5/6 class 

for 2018, there would be no room to house another classroom and the decision was made to recombine the 

kinder classes together to allow the bigger group to utilise a normal sized classroom.  

 

The need to find another site for the school featured as a major priority as we continue to lose enrolments 

interstate because of the inability to build more rooms to house a year seven and another kinder class. 

Despite many hours spent searching, enquiring and attending meetings at all levels of government, there has 

still not been a solution to what is becoming a serious issue for the long term thrive-ability of the school. At a 

time when one private school in Darwin is given over twenty million dollars to build a new school and then a 

further nine million dollars promised in the current budget, it is extremely frustrating and galling to be told the 

coffers are empty and we need to try harder. Numbers have steadily increased over the year due to various 

factors including advertising, targeted open days and word of mouth which has yielded the greatest results. In 

2016 at census we were 82 students (including pre-school) and in 2017 we had 97, a growth of 18 %.  

 

We were blessed at the start of the year to appoint Tara Venn as the new 5/6 teacher. Tara was teaching at 

Maningrida and brought with her a wealth of experience which has been utilised and appreciated. 

Unfortunately, towards the end of the year our much-loved Kinder teacher, Wendy Watt resigned for family 

reasons and her position was taken over by Penny Johnson to whom we are very grateful for stepping in. All 

staff continued to go above and beyond their already heavy workloads, often working long after hours, during 

holidays and weekends in order for the school to run smoothly and efficiently  

 

Throughout the year we had a significant number of parents helping out in many different ways, undertaking 

many different jobs and pitching in to help when it was most needed. I have not known a school as fortunate 

enough to have so many willing helpers in all aspects of the school’s life. Parents have donated time and 

resources to:  

• The library 

• The gardens 

• The bush block 

• Class Cafes 

• Fundraisers 

• Regular and emergency working Bees 

• Bus driving 

• Animal welfare 

I would like to thank each and every parent who contributed, for their commitment and help in making the 

school a fantastic place for children to receive their education in. Towards the end of the year we 

conducted our annual survey of all Parents, staff and older students and the results were very positive with 

no major issues identified though we do not rest on our laurels but are keen to continue improving in all 

that we do. 

 

 

Graham Baggs 

Principal P
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Class Reports 
 

 

Kindergarten/ Transition 

Amy Taylor 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

The beginning of the year in Kindergarten was about establishing the rhythm of the week, the 

routines of the day, to become acquainted with each other and the become familiar with the 

Kindergarten environment. The children began to feel secure and were able to separate from 

their parents comfortably. We had a large variety of stories, songs and verses and introduced 

a few games to build group participation. The children became familiar with new songs and 

most quickly became comfortable in joining in. New handwork skills were introduced with 

pom-poms and old ones such as wool-twisties and finger-knitting were re-introduced. 

We had an Easter festival in Kindergarten which invited all the parents in to listen to a story, 

the children had made paper baskets and were able to find them in the garden with an Easter 

gift inside, followed by a shared lunch. 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 

With the change in weather we introduced a morning walk around the bush 

block. This served to nurture awareness of the environment and brought 

great excitement to our nature table with regular offerings from the children 

with special collections. This term began with two weeks of Eurythmy with 

Michaela. 

With Mother’s Day and the Harvest Festival occurring during the term, 

special focus was given to a Dry Season theme including growing, harvesting 

and preparing food and the virtues of appreciation and gratitude. The 

children made harvest festival lanterns from painted paper and helped to 

prepare the soup for the evening. 

New handwork was introduced including felting for Mother’s Day and hessian pillows decorated with a spiral in 

straight stitch. Fine motor skills were developed and strengthened through these and other artistic activities. 
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TERM 3 

The main excitement of this term was watching our hens sitting on fertilised 

eggs, baby chickens hatching and watching them grow. This was observed 

closely daily by all the children and the theme of life was brought into the 

classroom through songs, stories and verses. With the no-rain season, 

special attention was also given to the garden including weeding, sweeping, 

regular watering and raking leaves. We also introduced skipping and group 

games outside to build balance between group participation and individual 

activity. ‘Gnomes’ chose to come to life in our Kindergarten at this time and 

brought with them a shift in the type of play inside and a new creative element.  

Changes to the daily rhythm created a longer rest time to provide greater appreciation of quiet personal 

restfulness. In Handcraft, children learnt how to do blanket stitch as they prepared a felt pouch for Father’s Day and 

the Waterlilies made a felt turtle involving double finger knitting, stitching and blanket stitch.  

 

TERM 4 

Class 1 readiness was the focus for the Waterlilies this term, practicing 

inclusive behaviours and cooperating as children organized and negotiated 

their tasks and roles while preparing food, during handwork and joining in 

the dramatization of stories. The children began to take more responsibility 

in the class generally. The children’s imagination continued to be enriched 

through story, song and verse.  

Woodwork was the main handwork for the season, each child learning safe 

use of tools, how to saw, sand, use a hammer and hand drill as they made a bird feeder. The build up to Christmas 

allowed for many group activities including making gingerbread, Christmas decorations (including decorating a class 

plant) and making Christmas cards. Further new skills were learnt making wooden gnomes with felt hats and capes 

using blanket stitch.  

A Celebration Ceremony for the Waterlily children who were moving up to Class 1 in 2019 was had in Week 9 and a 

Kindergarten Family Picnic brought all the families and children together to share morning tea on the last day. 
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Class 1/2 

Di Johnson 

 

Term One 

There were 26 children enrolled into the class at the beginning of the year, 10 in Class 2 and 16 in Class 3. The year began with work on 

letters, writing and punctuation. The younger children were introduced to the capital letters using a pictorial approach and the older 

children had a recapitulation of their letters coupled with an alliterative sentence and introductory work on punctuation, namely 

capital letters, commas and full stops. The children also had Main Lessons on Form Drawing to encourage their layout, balance and 

symmetry in written work. The younger class had introductory lessons on Roman Numerals and Numbers to Twenty and the older 

class had revision on the Four Processes. The term ended with the Easter festival. 

Term Two 

During this term, classes in letters continued for the younger children. They were introduced to the lower-case letters and some short 

alliterative phrases were chosen to help the children remember the letters. The older children were given sentences to write using the 

same approach. The children were taught many songs and recorder pieces during this term including a few in French. They were also 

taught dances, all of this work reflecting the fairy stories and fables being told in class. For example, songs such as 'There was a sleeping 

princess. 'corresponded with the Grimm’s tale of the Sleeping Beauty whilst, 'Senor Don Gato', for example, told the story of a cat in 

love — tales of animals being a theme of class two. The end of the term was marked by the Midwinter Festival, the lantern spiral and 

accompanying songs and stories. 

Term Three 

During this term, the children began work on Lives of the Saints. We completed a Main Lesson on Saint Francis, with accompanying 

pictures and sentences. The children then used this 'textbook' to read their own work. Other Main lessons included Measurement and 

Aesop's Fables. During this term, the children were continuing to work hard on their craft. Having completed knitted scarves and 

gnomes in term one and making a sewn cushion in Term Two, Term three had the children begin an embroidered bag in preparation for 

music lessons in class Three for the older children and to encourage the younger children to return their readers safely. The children 

were learning more complex pieces on their recorders and practicing songs with more verses and parts. This parts singing was taken up 

readily by the children who show a wonderful facility for music in all forms. The class also held a café for the community and some of the 

proceeds were used to buy a present for a Steiner school in America that had burnt down. The children were very taken with the image 

that only the recorders in a basket were saved and showed their concern through letters and drawings. The end of the term was marked 

by the Michaelmas Festival with the class having parts as Comets (class one) and the Dragon (class two). 

Term Four 

 During this term the children began a Main Lesson on Poetry. Classic, seasonal and other poems were learnt by heart with 

accompanying rhythms and written and illustrated. Other Main Lessons included Science Experiments and Drama. The term was 

marked with three nature excursions taken by Di Lucas. These had also occurred throughout the year and were wonderful in 

introducing the children to the seasons, a beginning understanding of botany and the world around them. The children enjoy all of their 

Main Lessons but were particularly taken with the Science experiments. They continued their work on painting and also enjoyed two 

weeks of swimming lessons. The term ended with the class Nativity Play and the Christmas Festival.

P
a

g
e

 1
9
 



 

 Milkwood Steiner School Association 

107 Boulter Road, Berrimah NT 0828, 08 8947 0608 

Class 3/4 
 

Deidre Edward 

 

Teaching a composite class can be a challenge and requires creativity to meet all the children’s needs. With this in mind I 

commenced the year with the Old Testament stories, rich literature for class three children who are awakening to the 

conciousness of the surrounding world.  As the year unfolds I then move into the class lessons for class four children when the 

younger children are more receptive to them.  

This year we introduced a literacy program called ‘Cracking the Code’ to the class. This is a program that supports children who 

have extra needs and immerses them in the language of literacy, it also assists the children who are progressing well to extend 

their literacy knowledge and move ahead with confidence. In all, this is a very successful program and the children are learning 

and moving ahead in line with their capabilities.   

In mathematics we reviewed our previous years learning of measurement, to move forward with this year’s tasks, from ruling 

pages and measuring margins to plotting information on simple graphs and comparing distance. It is essential for children to 

understand the relevance of measurement and its basis in history. It all began with the body as a tool for measurement in times 

past. Tales of Noah’s Ark and the amazing task set before him, to build an ark using the only tool he had for measuring, his body, 

immersing the children deeply and engaging not only the academic, but the artistic and the practical.   

Moving from the old system to our modern measurement, we heard about the Metre family where everyone was 10 times taller 

than the next person in the family. Fractions opened up a whole new world of wonder and surprise as we cooked, cut and divided, 

discovering the everyday practical use of measurement through measuring ingredients using various kitchen tools, cups, spoons, 

scales etc.  

Children learned songs for the Easter Festival celebration. Woven baskets were prepared for the delight of the treasures that 

may land in them come our Easter story and egg hunt in the bush block. A fitting way to end term one. 

In term two the class went on a three-day camp to Coomalie Creek. There was great excitement as the time approached and we 

set off with much anticipation.  Over the three days the children were challenged to stretch themselves in many ways.  A lot of 

fun was encountered in the children’s learning, from setting up tents and organising themselves to helping with cooking etc. We 

visited Batchelor Outdoor Education Centre where the children took part in some excellent activities. They enjoyed Radio 

Rogaine, a competitive challenge focusing on communication skills, spatial awareness & group dynamics. Students were provided 

with walkie talkies and a site map identifying the location of check points. They learned how to use the phonetic alphabet and 

how to use CB Radios whilst map reading. Team building was the focus of Catapult building, a challenge for sure however once 

built they used the catapult to aim tennis balls at the other team and gain as many points as possible. Throughout the three-day 

camp the children certainly extended themselves and took the challenges seriously. Fun was had by all and much personal growth 

came from being away from the comforts of home and school. 

The importance of learning of cultures and beliefs of the world can never be underestimated. The children learned of the Myths 

of Northern Europe and the creation of life according to Norse Mythology through stories of the Norse Gods of Asgard. Study of 

fractions and money continued with money providing a wonderful stepping point to study fractions. Delving into the rich tales of 

the Land of the Word, the children were enthralled to go on a discovery of the very important rules of grammar in our written 

work.  The term ended with the children learning songs and making hand-painted lanterns for our whole school Lantern Festival 

celebration. 

In term three we participated in weekly tennis classes, learning ball and racket handling skills, eye hand coordination, and team 

skills.  Our main lessons in this term were, Man and Animal, Fractions Two and Time for class three. To round the term off we 

finished with Norse Mythology which led into our Michaelmas play.  Although class three and four hold the main roles for this 

wonderful production, it is a whole school event where other classes participate in the play, the children learned their verses, 

songs and recorder pieces.   A wonderful performance for the school community. 

Term four swimming lessons brought blessed relief from the heat, however children do start to feel very tired at this time of the 

year.  Woven into the final lessons of the year was the magic of the Stories from the Dreamtime, a very important cultural aspect 

of our area.   

The Christmas Concert is the highlight of the year on the Milkwood School Calender.  This showcases the artistic talents of the 

children in various ways from singing, recorder and ensemble to Christmas plays.  This artistic and creative work builds the 

children’s confidence in unimaginable ways, through speech, verse and rhyme, choral work to learning and mastering musical 

instruments.  Class three and four practiced recorder pieces and Christmas songs to present to family and friends. 

 

P
a

g
e

 2
0
 



   

 Milkwood Steiner School Association 

107 Boulter Road, Berrimah NT 0828, 08 8947 0608 

Class 6/7 

 

Tara Venn 

 
After a wet and wild first term, with Cyclone Marcus providing a wild reminder and real-life study of seasonal change in the Top End 

– and on Saint Patrick’s Day too! – Class 5-6 settled comfortably into the year, working to make new Children feel welcome and 

included and adapting to the larger, more open space of our corner classroom.  Term one is a long one, with the extra couple of weeks 

helpful in allowing for some revision and adjustment to the rhythm and routine of a new year and time.  The mythology of Ancient 

Greece, along with the many legacies from this society still present today truly captured the imagination of the Children. 

 

 
Class 5 use tangible means to work out a division problem 

Term One 

Class 5 

* English/History/Geography: 5.2 Ancient Cultures: Greece 

* English:  5.3 English Language & Literacy 

* Mathematics: 5.9 The World of Mathematics 

Class 6 

• English: 6.2 The Wonder & Wisdom of Words 

• Mathematics: 6.11 Geometry & Measurement (began end Term One…continued into Term Two)         

 

 
Festivals are a highlight of our Class 5-6 School Year   – the Children constructed some superb Easter gifts 
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Class 5-6 were able to get out and about more as a part of our Nature Studies lessons and commitment to working and exploring 

beyond the conventional classroom walls.  The emphasis on personal responsibility, project work over time and the importance of 

paying careful attention to detail become more practically obvious during these outings and we were able to make many connections 

and inspire some impressive story and poetry writing, practical maths in measurement, graphing and data analysis.  The Children 

loved learning about the different types of minerals from our region and beyond, and many brought collections of rocks and 

gemstones in to share and for our class ‘experts’ to examine.  We built our local knowledge beyond the physical environment via 

studies of our NT Parliament and its origins and our connections as a Representative Democracy to Ancient Greek times.  Class 6 were 

able to share their deeper knowledge and both classes reflected on their visit to NT Parliament House and how it helped them better 

understand how communities of people organised themselves to meet needs and enable people to work together and get along. 

 

Term Two 

Class 5 

* English: 5.3 English Language & Literacy  

* Mathematics: 5.11 Geometry 

* History/Geography/Science/English:  5.4 Local Region/State/Territory 

Class 6 

• Science/Geography: 6.5A Introduction to Geology & Mineralogy 

• History/Geography: 6.4 Australian History 

• Science/Geography: 6.5B Gardening/Horticulture 

• Mathematics: 6.11 Geometry & Measurement 

• Mathematics: 6.10 Number & Algebra 

 
Class 5-6 Children play the Games they designed to share with one another the things they learnt about volcanoes and our ‘pacific 

rim’. 

 

 The key highlights of Term Three were our Outdoor Education Program – an ambitious trip to Nitmiluk National 

Park/Katherine Gorge – followed by studies of Rome via our Class Play, ‘The Road to Rome.  On both occasions, Class 5-6 met the high 

standards set.  Our Outdoor Education program required much planning and preparation, from map work to calculating distances, 

food needed, water, aquatic skills and base-camp requirements over four days; so much practical literacy and numeracy which was 

meaningful and engaged our whole class.  While on Camp, we marvelled at the formation of Katherine Gorge, revised minerology 

when we visited Cutta Cutta Caves and enjoyed the health benefits of our mineral water at Katherine Hot Springs.  Later in the term, 

all the Children got involved in the Outdoor Education program, especially working together to plan for a group task, they were able 

to bring together in our class play.  We put on three performances, one for our class teachers, our fellow Milkwood students and, 

finally, for our friends and family.  It was a wonderful and Romanesque production! 

 

 
Jethro, Seitaya & Bes ponder the mineralogy connection to the superb Katherine Hot Springs 
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Term Three 

Class 5 

* History/Geography/Science:  5.4 Local Region/State 

* English:  5.3 English Language & Literacy 

* Mathematics: 5.8 Decimals 

* Mathematics 5.9 Decimals & Fractions 

Class 6 

• English: 6.2 The Wonder & Wisdom of Words 

• English 6.3 English Language & Literacy 

• History/English/Geography: 6.1 History of Rome 

• History/Geography:  6.4 Australian History 

 

                    
Term three also included our Outdoor Education Program and Class 5-6 Play ‘The Road to Rome’. 

 

 

 By the latter part of the year, Class 5-6 had grown so much together while also strengthening their individual resolve.  They 

made many connections in their Botany Main Lesson with broader concepts of personal growth and were able to reflect on how far 

they had come over the course of the year.  In revisiting India and discovering the treasures in the stories and notable achievements 

of the Egyptians, the Children started to put together a picture of the wonders of the ideas, inventions and creations that have come 

before us, why they eventuated and how they have shaped the many things we take for granted today – from ways of being to the 

practical inventions of irrigation, the use of floodplains for growing our food and so much more.  Class writing reflected their growing 

ability to use their language to articulate their broader ideas and vocabulary; while maths in the everyday – from cooking to budgeting 

– became more apparent, and particularly relevant as we headed into our Christmas craft-making and festival.  A perfect note to 

reflect and close on. 

 

Term Four 

Class 5 

* English/History/Geography:  5.1 Ancient Cultures: Ancient India, Persia. Egypt 

* Geography/Science: 5.5 Botany 

* English: 5.3 English Language & Literacy  

* Mathematics: 5.10 The World of Mathematics 

* Mathematics: 5.12 Form Drawing  

* Mathematics: Geometry – revision  

Class 6 

• Science/Geography: 6.5B Gardening/Horticulture 

• Mathematics: 6.9  Business Mathematics:  Percentages & Interest 

• Mathematics: 6.10 Number & Algebra 

• Mathematics: 6.11  Geometry & Measurement - revision   
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Playgroup 2018/2019 Report 

 
Playgroup at Milkwood Steiner School began in Term 2 of 2018 and has consistently run two to three sessions per week 

each term. 

 

The playgroup is centred around rhythm, repetition and reverence. We all respond well to consistent rhythms and 

routines; our breath follows a consistent rhythm, our sleeping/waking/eating follows a rhythm and the yearly seasons 

and our activities throughout the year follow a consistent rhythm. Children are especially open and receptive to 

consistent daily rhythms as they find peace in knowing what to expect and what is coming next, which is why the sessions 

follow a set rhythm that is repeated each week and each term. 

  

Playgroup sessions include tidy up transition songs, circle time, morning tea blessings/ fruit plate sharing, bread baking 

and a story told by the playgroup leader, with props, to close the sessions. A sense of quiet reverence during story time is 

always attempted and highly encouraged. Sitting still and remaining quiet can at times be a challenge for the little ones 

but it is a beautiful time for all, the enjoyment of a story being told with props. Many parents have commented on their 

child’s love for the stories told during playgroup and how they have seen their little ones recreating them at home with 

their dolls and animals. 

 

The Milkwood Steiner playgroup is held in a home-like environment which nurtures the senses of children as well as 

parents/carers and our aim is to protect childhood and to help strengthen family life with the gentle introduction to 

Rudolf Steiner’s philosophies. There are helpful and interesting links to Steiner articles of interest included in the 

Milkwood’s weekly newsletter and printed out to take home for the parents not receiving the newsletter. Articles have 

included topics such as the importance of rhythm in the home, ways to gently encourage healthy sleep routines in your 

child and why daily outdoor play is vital for children.  

 

Conversations between adults are kept gentle and child appropriate with a strong focus on the conscious connection 

between parents and children throughout the sessions. 

 

For the children and families returning each term, they bring a wonderful sense of rhythm and community to new 

families beginning their playgroup journey and the returning children enjoy learning the new terms circle time songs as 

they change each term. And for the children who leave playgroup to begin their journey at Milkwood’s Kindergarten, the 

families and children go forth with a supported new understanding of rhythms and routines undertaken at the school as 

Playgroups rhythms and resources are closely aligned with the Kindergartens. 
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